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INFO CINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USLOSACLANT NORFOLK VA 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

USNMR SHAPE BE 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

SECRET USNATO 03220 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: NATO, MNUC, NPG 

SUBJECT: NPG: CANADIAN COMMENTS ON HIGH LEVEL GROUP REPORT 
REF: STATE 74758 (DTG 2301352 MAR 78) 

THERE FOLLOW CANADIAN COMMENTS ON THE REVISED DRAFT NPG 
HIGH LEVEL GROUP REPORT. THESE COMMENTS ARE BASED ON SEC- 
TIONS VI AND VII (REFTAL) CIRCULATED ON MARCH 23. BEGIN 
TEXT OF CANADIAN COMMENTS: IN VIEW OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES WHERE A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF 
TIME REMAINS, WE BELIEVE NPG PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES 
SHOULD BE PROVIDED MAXIMUM TIME TO CONSIDER THE HLG REPORT 
AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE 1977 OTTAWA MINISTERIAL MINUTE. WE 
ARE THEREFORE PREPARED TO SEE THE HLG REPORT, WHICH 
INCLUDES REDRAFTED SECTIONS VI AND VII, GO FORWARD FOR CON- 
SIDERATION OF PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES PRIOR TO THE DEAD- 
LINE OF THE APRIL NPG MINISTERIAL MEETING. AT THE SAME 
TIME THE CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVES EXPRESS DISAPPOINTMENT 
THAT IT WAS APPARENTLY NOT POSSIBLE TO REDRAFT IN TIME FOR 
SECRET 
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CIRCULATION PARAGRAPH 34 AND SECTION VIII AS DISCUSSED 
DURING THE MARCH 17 MEETING OF HLG. IN THE CANADIAN VIEW, 

THE PRINCIPAL USEFULNESS OF PARAGRAPH 34 IS TWOFOLD: 

FIRST, EDUCATIONAL IN THAT IT INTERPRETS FOR MINISTERS 
WHAT IS THE MEANING OF DEFICIENCIES IN CURRENT TNF POSTURE 
TO NATO'S SECURITY; AND SECONDLY, IT SERVES AS A NATURAL 
LINK AS TO THE DIRECTION OF CHANGE ON WHICH THE HLG HAD 
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REACHED A CONSENSUS DURING ITS MEETINGS AND WHICH THE 
REPORT ADDRESSES IN SUBSEQUENT SECTIONS. CANADIAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ALSO REGRET THAT PARAGRAPH 63 WAS NOT MODIFIED 
TO REFLECT THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY SEVERAL DELEGATIONS ON 
MARCH 17 AND THAT PARAGRAPH 64 WAS NOT REDRAFTED, IN 
PARTICULAR THE SECOND RECOMMENDATION. END TEXT. BENNETT 
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